
The Woman's Page ©f The
The First Woman

to Receive The
Order of Merit

It Is a matter or Interest to other!
women to know that Florence Night¬ingale, of Lea Kurst, England, heroine
of the Crimean War Nursing Service,
was the. first woman to receive the
Order of Merit, a distinction which
hnd previously been rcsorved exclu¬
sively for men. She was also giventhe freedom of the city of London in
100S, and was a lady of grace of the
Order of St. John of Jerusalem.

Florence Nightingale early beganher career by nursing the sick poorof the parish In which she lived. Iter
thoughts were turned to relieving pain
by her saving from death and restor¬
ing to health the dog of her father's
shepherd, that had his leg broken and
was about to be put to death.
This happened when Miss Nightin¬

gale was a small girl. When she grew
to young womanhood, the'nursing In¬
stinct was so strong In her that she
entered the Society of Sisters of
Merer, a Protestant Institution on tho
Ithlne, for training deaconesses or
nursing sisters. Here she took her]degree, and when she returned to Lon¬
don, devoted time and money to th/>
Clevernesses' Sanatorium In Harley
Street. Answering a request from the
English Secretary or War In October
of 1S54. Miss Nightingale leU with
thirty-eight nurses under her com¬
mand, to take, charge of tho military
hospitals In the Crimea.
The day after she got to her post

the wounded from Balaklava were
brought In. Then «00 from Inkcrman
and so on, until her hospitals were
crowded.

This pioneer In the line of skilled
nursing did more than organize. She
would traverse at night, with her lamp
In her hand, four miles of crowded
hospital wards, and Longfellow's lines
are no poetic fiction, for many a dy¬
ing man turned to kiss her shadow as
it fell.

Hindrance* to Saccrns.
She watched the clock.
She was always grumbling.
She was always behindhand.
She asked too many questions.
Her stock oxcuRo was "I forgot."
She wasn't rendy for the next step.
She did not put her heart Into her

work.
She learned nothing from her blund¬

ers.
She ruined her ability by half do¬

ing things.
She never dared to act on her own

.lodgment.
She did not think it worth while to

learn how.
She thought the best part of her

salary was In her pay envelope..Suc¬
cess.

Her Lost Opportunities.
There Is a splendid moral taught in

an Indian legend which tolls of a

goe-d spirit who, wishing to benefit a

young princess, led her Into a ripe
and golden cornfield.

"Sec those ears of corn, rny daugh¬
ter; If thou will pluck them diligently,
they will turn to precious Jewels. The.
richer the ear of corn, tho brighter the
gem. Hut thou mayesi only once pass
through this cornfield, and canst not
return the same way."
The maiden gladly accepted the of¬

fer. As she wont on. many ripe and
full cars of corn she found in her path,
but she did not pluck them, always
hoping to find better ones farther on.
Hut presently the stems grew thin¬

ner, the ears poorer, with scarcely any
grains of wheat on them: farther off
they were blighted, and she did not
think them worth the picking. Sor¬
rowfully she stood at the end of tho
field, for she could not go back the
same way. regretting the loss of th«
golden oars she had overlooked and
lost.

l.rnrnril In Sufferinc.
It is said of Charlotte Elliott, the

author of the 'Invalid's Hymn Book.'
that though she lived to be eighty-two,
she never knew a well day. The hymns
she wrote, including "Just as I am,
without one plea." were the outpouring
of a heart that knew what it was to
suffer. Like many other bards, she
"learned in suffering what she taught
In song."

flueon Phlltnpn'» Prayer.
In 1317. King Edward HI. of England

besieged Calais, and the French King,
reluctant to give up the city, vainly
came to Its succor. Tho people on ac¬

count of the long s'iegc were nearly out
of provisions and King Edward stern¬
ly refused conditions of peace.
Ho said: "Let six of the chief citizens

of the town come to me with halters
ahound their necks, their heads and
feet bare, and the keys of the town and
¦castle in their hands, with those 1 will
deal as I please."
Dropping on their knees before hlni;

they Implored him to spare their HveTt.
King Edward refused and ordered In¬
stant death. His ohlof counsellors and
tho govcrnoj- Interceded for them In
vain. Nothing could change his pur¬
pose until his royal spouse. Queen Phl-
llppa, knelt at his feot and aaid: "I
pray you, sire, ror tho love that you
hear me, to have mercy on these men."
Thon the King relented, saying: "11

cannot refuse you the Illing for which
you ask In this way. I give you, there¬
fore, those men. to do with them asj
you please."

The Orphan's Friend.
The. first woman to be honored In

this country by having a'marble statue
erected to her memory, says .lames T.
While in Character Lessons was Mar¬
garet Gaffney. of New Orleans, known
everywhere as ."The. Orphan's Friend.'
She was herself an orphan, loft to

the. care of Wclsjr people who were
very poor. She lost her husband and
charity helng the very spring of her
being, she entered the paydros Orphan
Asylumii for which she sollctod stores,
wheeling them herself in a wheelbar¬
row.
The she built another orphan asylum

nnd started a dairy to help support It.
Later she established a bakery.
Now Orleans owof. much to Margaret

Gaffney who established throe of the
largest houses for children within Its
limits.
When tho Fourth Louisiana Högl men t

was taken captive lo Now Orleans, Mar¬
garet went lo tho port with a loaf ot
bread, and when ordered to halt, she
replied: "What for?"
".Vhen ehn'ilenged, she Jumped out ot

(ho wagon, forcibly sol the sentinel out
ot her path and. amid Hie cheers of the
men, onloroil, tho port with her baskets
of broad.
Whenever the Mississippi overflowed,

her hoat. load with bread, went dally
to the submerged districts. This poor
woman, when she. died, was followed
lot hor grave by tho entire municipal
government, merchants, professional
men and tho children of cloven orphan
acylums, who stood with uncovered,
hearts -as Margaret's body was borno
to Its last resting, place.

Bride's and Brides¬
maid's Flowers

The florists' windows and interiors
are centres of attraction at this sea¬
son reflecting the tastes and prefer¬
ences of the moment In flowers for
the spring bride and her attendants.
The season for white violets is

over, more's the pity. Hut many brides
of to-day are turning their thoughts
toward gardenias, which are now In
full bloom. Gardenias arc not pliant or

supple. They are simply dignified and
unbending when it comes to arrange¬
ment. Hut they are lovely in conven¬

tional bouquets, and that' Is the way
they arc carried.
White clematis is the choice of not

a few brides, and- with many Ihe frag¬
rant white sweet peas are favorite
bridal flowers. Ulics-of-ihe-valicy arc
always In good taste and lend them¬
selves tu all ingenious fancies of t
floral artist. Bride roses symbolize
sentiment but, like gardenias, are most
effective when conventionally put to
get her.
A charming survival is the hiding In

the bride's, bouquet of the ring, the six¬
pence, the thimble and darning-needle
In this case the bouquet Is arranged
in sections and the difficult symbols
ate concealed, otto In each section. The
fastening Is so managed that, when the
bride leaves to go up stairs and put
on her traveling gown, she may pause
on the stairs and, by pulling a cord,
scatter the sections among her ex¬
pectant maids, standing in the hall
below.

Raster lilies tied with green yellow
and white gauze, the Master colors, arc
popular bridesmaids' flowers Just now.
The lilies are long-stemmed and are
carried as arm bouquets." Daffodils and
lilies Intermingled make charming bou¬
quets for matrons of honor. Klllarney
and I>a France roses for maids fre¬
quently heighten the effect of a ravish¬
ing pink gown or a pink and white,
color scheme In which girlish brides
take great pleasure.
White lilacs are lovely for church or

drawing-room wedding decorations, and
are genuine spring (lowers as to their
green and white, the follngc of the
lilacs being lnxurant and furnishing
just the right Jjackground for the
pluney while blossoms. Sprays of haw-
thorne blossoms and long,, drooping
branches of bridal wreath against n

massing of palms or' from the midst of
feathery fern fronnds are employed by
florists In beautifying bridal environ¬
ments and altars.

SMAK?' CASIXO FROCKS FOR SIMIMRH FABRICS.

GM|ffon Renews Its Lease ©f Life^Mbu*
seÜBie de Soie a Peremuaial Favorite

Uecent developments have ronewcd«*thc lcase.-of lifo of chiffon, which forms the basis motif In so many of theevening gowns intended for late spring and early summer wear. Co-ordinate In favor with chiffon Is moussellne dcsoie. Both are seen in tunic overdresses draping narrow skirts, hlg Insets of floss embroidery forming novel featuresfor the lower edges of, tunics or overdresses. I.ovo)y dinner gowns of ohiffon and soft brocade have unde.rdresses ot
soft white satin and ionics falling to within threo Inches of the lower hc.m. and ombrolderod with cars of wheat In
gold. Above may be an overdress, with a panel spare In front'. The short waist line and sleeve may be prettilyfinished with a silver cord, and the decollolegc hos n chemisette of white chiffon, showing the edge of the silk under-
dress, embroidered in silver.
Fancy Ti'nimpnrrtit Sleeves.

Smart designers have a penchant this spring for sending out dresses with fancy sleeves that are often transpar¬
ent. When the material is close weaved the sleeves are close. Frocks rjulie decollete, for matrons, are sleeveless.With inch-wide hrelelles to hold the waist in position. Such gowns ore constructed of specially rich materials, crystaland silver band trimming:, rosettes of silver lace and silver tissue girdles being used ns accessories.
In 1'inU und nine.

I'ink chiffon gowns display novel combinations of blue and white, having skirt hems of blue chiffon and bor¬ders of white daisies, with crystal head centres around the skirts and sleeves. Folded blue satin hells have long ends,fringed with gold tassels, and gold cord outlining the neck and sleeves.
Newest nnd Dnlnficnf Materials.

Women who are planning with regard to their summer wardrobes should remember that ninny of the newestnnd daintlcM summer materials are striped. A gray and white striped tissue would bo charmingly effective with thegtilmpo and enlredeux of allover lace, and a llowor-hortlcred fabric, showing roses on a white ground, used ns trimminghands. -'

A Touch of Hark Satin.
To introduce a touch of dark satin in the rover collar, at the hem of the skirt, as bands on short, kimonosleeves, or as a gltdlo on a lingerie, gown, Is one of the newest ideas for the summer season. Madeira embroideryand embroidered Swiss are materials that lend themselves beautifully to such designing,

flordercd Foulards-
,

Many of the handsomest foulard patterns have double borders, which, used as trimming, have the same effectas two bands. The borders appear on the skirt and around the sleeves, a single border forming the belt. The polka-dot is conspicuous in borders, and, against a plain foulard background, can be used to great advantage.
High Wals« I.Ines.

So decided n revival is there in favor of high waist lines that even while wash skirls 'ire attached to a st'h'white belt, mode as high as Is becoming. The simple rule generally places this, about two Inches higher than thenatural line.
Square Hill In font*.

Coats vary according 16 the preference and the llguro of the wei-.rer, being short or long, double-breasted, show¬ing a specially square cut, somewhnt rounded an.l cut away, with a single row of buttons. For warm weathera .jacket fastened with only one button, instead of four, is coolest. The button in this Instance shoeld he Hat and abouttwo Inches In diameter.
Tliree-I'lece Suit*.

Three-piece tailor costumes. In simple material, answer an excellent utilitarian purpose and are exceedinglypretty besides. A silk bodice, with lace collar and cuffs, may be worn with the skirt, or a linen shirt waist, whenpreferred. If the suit is of dark silk, bands of iho same material arc sufliclcnl trimming. In morning suits, straightand narrow skirls, with an Inverted plait in the back, obtain.
Semi-Severe Suit*.

Black taffel.i and block satin lire used for scmi-severc suits, and a feature nf these silk costumes is found inthe bright-tinted separate taffeta jackets which aro coining in in great numbers. Taffeta suits of the dressy order aremore or less elaborately hrubied and have yokes and collars of lace.
The Nenrni TiiHHor llowns.

Tussor Is used for medium weight gowns in ii summer oiitilt, hut tussor demands trimming. Silk soutache Isemployed on many tussor suits, and wider silk braids are also in favor. A lo'uoh of black appears oil nearly all ofthese costumes, ns well as on linen stills, though wllh the washable material the collar and cuffs of velvet, satin orsilk must, of course, lie detachable. .

Skirt Form nnd Neck Finish.
.

No hard nnd fast rules obtain as to skirl form and neck finish, each woman being allowed the freest latitudeof choice In these matters. Coat, skirts may curve upward- \n the back, downward to the right side, be shorter In theback than the front, or form practically a Voiind garment. Jackets are shorter than usual, and summer linen modelsshow even the bolero or 10ton Jacket, with an odd, round tall at the hack.
A Fnd of the Season.

,

It is a fad of thri season to have the petticoat for a street suii and the lining of the coal In match In color. Col¬ored linings are preferred'to white, n pale shade of apricot satin belli" much In demand, Softest salin Is Hie materialof which petticoats are now made, and for fear Hie Joining should cause a wrinkle, yokes are in disfavor, tho lop ofiho skirl being shaped and tilled perfectly flat.

L'Art tie la Mode.

What The Spring
Bride Wears

White satin, lustrous and heavy, Is
tho traditional matcrinl for bride's
gowns, though the girls to near them
arc apt to express their Individual pre¬
ferences and opinions, and to be some-

wh U guided by hints from the various
modistes and Importers.

So, for young girls who do not incline
to tho old-time favorite of their grand¬
mother's day fatting in sheenyIncadths
and standing by Its own weight, there
are lovely lace rohes, the "dernier cri"
from Paris, filmy chiffons, graceful and
clinging; adaptable and stipple crepe
dc chines and crepe meteors and. su¬
preme triumph of tho manuPnctnrer's
art, gorgeous, shimmering brocades.

There are many different kinds of
satin for the orthodox bride to choose
from. A season's novelty Is double-
faced white satin, close in texture and
notably clinging, because of Its satin
back. Another now material Is known
as salin. Feutre or wood-back satin,
which Is much liked for long coats and
tailor suits. In while this material Is
beautiful, but It does nt drape so well
as the lighter grades of satin. It is
therefore more suitable for a costume
built on simple and severe linos, and
in tailored effects.
The now satin princess is a desirable

fabric with a superb lustre and finish.
Brides-lo-ho visiting stores here find
themselves embarrassed In making a
choice between the many rich and rare
materials offered. Among ttieso must
be reckoned the satin sublime, a de¬
sirable fabric In the plain weaves.

Satin charmouse is most appropriate
for the girl desiring a less shimmering
fabric than the plain satin, and among
tho thin, soft, weaves of channelise Is
the Olga, which has a tiny faille-like
rib. Feet-hack faille is more pllnnt
than feet-back satin, but lacks the
brilliant ghecn of that fabric. Bruche
satins are costly, and are generally used
as combinations rather titan for an
entire wedding geAyn- Metal brocades,
showing .silver or gold threads worked
In a brocade pattern, are superb, the
gold being more favored than the sliver.
Among tho transparent fabrics are

the sa lln-st liped chiffons or crepe
broche with motifs of omhrotdery in
various small designs. For a bride's
general troussoau frocks she again has
great variety In material anil doslRti,
foulard and woven silks, novelty voiles
ami marquisettes In exquisite colors,
striped and figured satins, satins which
show another color on the reverse able
or two-toned striped effects specially
stilled for long, unlltied scuaratc coals.

The British Museum Doll
and Its Pathetic History

Among: the many good stories found
In Youth's Companion, one of the best,
has been given a place In a Cyclopedia
of Illustrations recently published by
Funk and Wagnalls. The person telling
tho story is of the opinion that tho de¬
light which » child sometimes ex¬
periences In getting hold of a doll that
belonged to her mother when she was
a llttlo girl.a quaint china-headed and
chtna-hslred little creature, with low
neck, short sleeves and a very full ruf¬
fled shirt.Is a tamo thing when com¬
pared with tho feelings that any girl
must experience over a doll now in the
British Museum. This doll Is almost
three thousand years old.
When some archeologlsts were ex¬

ploring an ancient Egyptian royal tomb,
they came upon a sarcophagus con¬
taining the mummy of a little princess
seven years old. She was dressed"and
Interred In a manner befitting her rank,and in her arms was found a little
wooden doll.
The Inscription gave the name, rank

and age of the little girl and the date
of her death, but It said nothing about
tho quaint little wooden Egyptian doll.
This, however, told Its own story. It
was so tightly clasped In the arms ot
the mummy tha t It was evident the child
had died with her beloved doll In her
arms.
The simple pathos of this story has

touched many hoartB after thousands
of years. Tlte doll occupies a place In
a glass caBe In the British Museum anil
the arms of the little princess which'
enfolded this beloved companion of her
childhood are now empty.

All God'« FloTTprs.
A charming allegory declares that

the flowers got Into a debate one morn¬
ing an to which of them was the flower
of God.
The rose said: "I am the flower of

God. for I am the fairest and the moat
perfect In beauty and variety of form
and delicacy and fragrance of all the
flowers. And tho crocus answered: "No,
you are not the flower of God. Why, I'
was blooming long before you bloomed.
I am tho primitive flower. I am th»
first one."
The llly-oC-the-valley murmureft

modestly: "I am small, but I am white.
Perhaps T am the flower of God." And
the trailing arbutus exclaimed: "Be'-
fore any of you came forth' I was
blooming under the leaves and under
the snow,"
Then all the flowers cried out: "No,

you are no flower at all. you are a.
come-outer."

But God's wind blew over the garden
and brought this quieting message:
"Do you not know that every flower
that answers God's spring call, and
comes out of tho cold, dark earth, and
catching tho sunlight flings It back
to humanity in sweet perfume, do you
not know that they are all God's Pow¬
ers?"

A t.lttlo Child'* Choice.
It Is to David Sr/arr Jordan that the-

"world Is Indebted for the idea that In
the old days a father built a homo for
his family.

Tt was complete In every part, but
the altar around which they gathered
In prayer was not yet set in place.
Tho mother wished tt In the kitchen:

there she was perplexed with, her ninny
cares. The father wished It In his
study, God seemed nearer to him among
his books. Tho son wished it In the
room where guests were receicved, that
strangers onte'rlng In might see they
^worshiped God.

At last they agrood to leave the
matter to tho youngest, who was a lit-;,
tie child.
Now the altar was a shaft of polished

wood, very fragrant, and the child,
who loved most of all to sit before, the
great fire and see beautiful forms in
the flames, said: "See, tho fire-log is
gone; put the altar there."

So. because one would not yield to
the other, they obeyed, and the altar
was consumed, while Its sweet odors
filled (he whole house.the kitchen, the.
study, and the guest hall.and tho
child saw beautiful forms In the flames.

AS THE WflllM) SEES.

She was S woman, worn and thin,
¦Whom tho world condemned for a'

single sin:
They cast her out of the King's high¬

way. . ,

And passed hor by as they wont to
pray. ...

¦'

He was a man, and. more to blame.
But the world spared him a breath

of shame:
Beneath his foot ho saw her lie.

Put lie rnlsorl his head and passed'
her by.

They were tho people who went to
pray ¦

At the temple of God on the holy
day.

They scorned the woman, forgave the
man.

It was over thus since the world be-
gan. . j i'< -j.-'

Time passed on. and tho woman died,
On the cross of shame she was cruci¬

fied:
But the world was stern and would

not yield.
And they buried her in the potter's

Held.

The man riled, too, and they buried him
In a casket of cloth with a silver

rim:
And said, as they turned from his grave

a w a y:
¦.We've buried an honest man to¬

day."

Two mortals knocked at heaven's gate
And stooii face to face to Inquire

their fate,
lie carried a passport with earthly

sign.
And she a pardon from love dlvlnei

Ö, we who judge- 'twlxt virtue and vice.
Which think ye entered paradise?.

Not he whom the world had said would"!
w I n

For '.he. woman alone was ushere'
In. .' y.'vJv'

--Selected.

A Child's Service.
Charles Wagner in "Tho Gospel of.

T.Ifo" .says: A child kpows w hen It-
receives a service from any oile that if
should say thank you, nut. often, wheh'-i
a child renders u.< a service, we forget
to thank It. After having waited In.,
vain for the little words which shoul^
lie pronounced, It then says: "Thank-'
yon," and goes Its way. Tho child Ih'a»:
a foiling ihnt something ought to haj>?(
pen; then lie takes chargo of the mattes'-,
blnisolt.


